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E.O.  12958:  DECL : 03/14/2017 
TAGS:  AF  PGOV  PHUM  PK  PREL 

SUBJECT:  MUSHARRAF  ON  CHIEF  JUSTICE  CONTROVERSY,  FATA,  AND  JIRGAS 
Classified  By:  Ambassador  Ryan  C.  Crocker,  Reasons  1.4  (b)  and  (d) 

f.  1 . (U)  Ambassador  paid  his  farewell  call  on  President  Musharraf  on  March  24.  The  meeting  was  front-page  news  in  most  Pakistani  papers,  wi 

GOVERNMENT  INSTIGATING  ATTACKS  AGAINST  FOREIGNERS  IN  FATA 

f2 . (C)  Musharraf  said  he  remains  fully  committed  to  the  war  on  terror.  Two  brigades  have  completed  their  deployment  to  North  and  South  Wc 

While  the  government  will  need  to  proceed  carefully  to  insure  that  the  population  is  with  the  government  and  against  the  foreigners,  Musharrs 
FATA  and  JIRGAS 

f3 . (C)  Musharraf  expressed  appreciation  for  the  Administration's  commitment  to  provide  USD  150  million  in  FY 

07  to  begin  funding  Tribal  Area  development.  Musharraf  understood  that  success  with  this  tranche  of  money  was  key  to  securing  additional  fur 

f.4 . (C)  Musharraf  agreed  that  the  Pak-Afghan  jirga  process  had  great  potential  to  improve  cross-border  cooperation,  to  improve  security  c 

CHIEF  JUSTICE  CONTROVERSY 

f.5 . (C)  Musharraf  confided  that  the  Government  of  Pakistan  had  made  a mess  of  handling  corruption  accusations  against  the  Chief  Justice.  E 

f6 . (C)  Musharraf  was  personally  directing  damage  control. 

He  had  provided  very  specific  orders  to  the  police  and  other  agencies,  telling  them  to  leave  the  media  alone  and  not  to  engage  protesters  h 

f7 . (C)  Musharraf  said  he  had  personally  ordered  all  relevant  institutions  to  allow  the  Chief  Justice  unfettered  movement  around  Pakistan. 

(Note:  The  Friday  Times  — the  favored  publication  of  Pakistan's  intelligentsia  — this  week  highlighted  the  argument  that  street  demonstrat 

PERSONNEL  CHANGES 

f8 . (C)  While  describing  next  steps  in  the  controversy,  Musharraf  concurred  with  Ambassador  that  Law  Minister  Wasi  Muhammad  Zafar,  whose  pi 

Although  he  was  a "loyalist,"  Zafar  was  a liability  and  Musharraf  said  he  was  going  to  fire  him.  Musharraf  also  would  fire  the  head  of  the  E 

f9 . (C)  Musharraf  offered  that,  while  Information  Minister  Durrani  had  been  overwhelmed  by  the  crushing  international  media  attention  since 

f.10.  (C)  A discussion  of  the  upcoming  Arab  League  Summit  is  being  reported  Septel. 

CROCKER 


